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In no section has there been any evidence that these particles enter the germ centres, which of course are the conglomeration of cells associated with the formation of new lymphocytes.
When pigment penetrates the tonsil it appears to do so at the bottom of the crypts where the cells lining the crypts become less differentiated than those of the surface of the tonsil. Having entered the tonsil the appearance of some of the sections suggests that the particles travel through the lymphatic sinuses and farther than that they have so far not been traced. It seems probable that the particles would eventually pass right through the tonsil and enter the efferent vessels.
Conclusions
(1) The normal lymphatic drainage of the sinuses is by means of a surface mechanism which enables the cleansings of the sinuses to be carried to the epithelial lymphatic system of Waldeyer's ring. It is probable that drainage into the deep lymphatics of the head and neck occurs only when the protective pellicle of mucus has been penetrated. It is possible that the crypts in the tonsils play the part of the afferent vessels of the lymphatic glands.
(2) Organisms presented to the epithelial-lymphatic system are either dead or in an inhibited state which enables them to be dealt with by the lymphatic tissue, without active infection arising. This would produce the ideal arrangement for absorption of organisms or their products into the body for the production of immunity.
